-',Bémscofth:dfstortedperccpuonsthat&cabuserhuofnghtsandresponslblﬁhmmmhuonsbbs,ﬁc
~_considers himself to be the victim. Acts of seif-defense on the part of the battered woman orthe -

- childn hji{oreﬁortstheymaketosundupforthelrnghts he defines as aggression against him. He is
 often hight nhﬂedﬂmmnghmdesmwomofwmmmhwnmmgmpmmntbathehs

tisized. He thus accumulates grievances over the course of the relationship to the same extent
;-ﬁat;ﬂ\evxcumdoes whlchcalleadprofemomhtodemdeﬂmtthcmembemofﬂ:ecouple "abuse each
: cﬂwr"andfhuttherelauonsh;pbasbeen mutuallyhmtﬁxl :

- Adthaughapmugeofbaumﬂshwepsychohgwdpmblems,ﬂumqomydomt Theymnﬁm
thought to have low sclf-esteem, high insecurity, dependent personalities, or other results from -

- chilldbood wounds, but in fact batterers are a cross-section of the population with respect to their .

emonona] ‘make-up. Certain labels such as "¢ontrol freak” or "self-centered” havethzappeaxmceof

" _aceuracy; but even these overlook the fact that the batfering problem is very context-specific; in other

words; most batterers do not have an inordinate need for control, but rather feel an inordinate right to

v-connﬁmder&mﬂymdpzmatshmsumm _Thus unlike other problems with violence, battering

 behavior is mostly driven by culture rather than by individual psychology. Many batterers are "in touch
- with" their feelings.and skilled in the language of therapy and recovery, which throws evalustors off the
‘ track.Theymayuuthmrchxldhoodsandanoﬁomumoxcm,todivutattchﬁonﬁomﬂmrmh&d

”_ mdpowuwmmdas

; Bzumang is a learned behavior, wnﬁntsmotsm attitudes and belief-systems tlutnermnforcedbyﬂie

: .-szcuiworld.'rhepmblemisopmiﬂmllylinkedtohowﬂacabumformuhtuﬂaemupuof ‘
- relationship and family; in other words, within those realms he believes in his right to have his needs
comc first, and to be in control of the conduct (and often cven of the feelings) of others. A recent .
- -research study showed that two factors, the belief that battering is justified and the presence of peers
who support sbusiveness, are the single greatest predictors of which men will batter; these two had a
-mnﬂdmblywlmmtthmwhethuornotthemanwuexpoudtodomcmﬁwolemuuchlld
*(levumandeanson)

Ewhbattemrhuhuownmxxofconuonmgmdmﬂmt. SOmemomtorcvuymovetlwirpmnm

- faake like a prison guard, but at the same time are somewhat lower in entitlement, contributing more to
- housework and childcare than other batterers (though still less than non-batterers). Other batterers don't
‘control their partners frecdom as severely, but beceme irate or violent when they are not fully eatered to,
‘or when victims remind them of responsibilities that they .are shirking. The levels of manipulativeness

andomdisr«pectalsovary.sothateachbmhuapuuculnstyle

anbﬂt@msmtypmﬂychmngmdpamve,mdmomnhndlndmuwaﬂym

. relationships, he does not necessarily need to seek out a special kind of woman to victimize. Efforts to
ﬁudcommongmmdmonghwwomﬁom&epomofmofbnkgmmdmp«mﬁqqpa
'hWebemlugelymsuccusﬁda{onhngmdSugarmn)quﬂ:ethbemmﬂ:bm Service
- providers who assume that the victim must have had pre-existing problems of her own can make
' comterproducuvc mwrvenuons,uspaﬂmlomzmg of the wctlmcanleadtore-lmuty ‘

' BA’IW STYLE DURING SEPARATION AND DIV ORCE

Anabusefsdmforeon&oloﬁmmtemﬁuuhemﬂwxclmmp slipping & ﬁ'omhim.Hb |
.gl;udgtofocusonﬂndebthcfeelshlsmhmoweshxm,andhxsmmgeathergrowm:ay '

A _'_'cuoﬁenmxsreadasevweneeﬂmbmuushavcaninmdxmte"fearofabandonmcm.")ﬂc :
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.:wmgwmlwdﬁmmwmmmemnhemy, for example,

nge while simultaneousty frightening his victim, mclndmgusmgthrcam totakccustody

idren legally or by kidnapping.

Th :"'abngmWhoacceptthemdofﬂ:exelahomhxpcansﬁﬂbedangeroustothmvxctlmsmdchﬂdren,
-,&e&dmnonwmmmmdmtbwehddmmdwmﬁthmwmfor '
ions. They are also, as we will see fater, muehmsnelikzlyﬂmmn—hﬂw:mbe

-ahmve ,phymcally ‘sexually, and psychologically to their children.

':g-‘;-{'lhpropcnsigmfabmterertoseehmpmgruuperaomlposscssxonoommonlymdsmm
. childten, liglping to explain the overlap betwesn battering and child abuse. He tends, for example, to
erated reaction when his ex-partner bqgmsanewrelnhonshp,reﬁumgmmeeptthatn :
going to develop a bond with "his” children; this theme is a common one in
‘.Hcmaythreatenorattackthenewm mnkeunfotmdedmmhomthttthcncwpum“ablmg
=':thschddmnmoft‘chﬂd support, or file abruptly for custody in order to protect his sole province over

BA!IGM Advaniages in Custody Dispates

A batterer who does file for cmtodymllmquentlywm,uheha;nw ,dmomhu’m“ o

1 tody litigation. These include, 1) his typical ability to sfford better representation (often while

_ .umﬂhneouslymmnngthathehnsnomoncymﬂxwhlchtopnychﬂdsupport).Z)hmmarked :
. vatitage.over his vietim in psychological testing, since she is the one who has been traumatized by the
T abise; ‘mchkwmmmpumwmdyzwmumhmmmmm,mu)husbﬂayw
-matiipulate and intimidate the children regarding their statements to. the custody evaluator. There is also
mdmoethatgenderbmmfamnlyeomwwhmﬂwbaﬂam’sm (Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court Gender Bias Study) Even if the batterer does not win custody, his attempt can be among
the most intimidating acts possible from the victim's perspective, and can lead to financial ruin for her

-.mdherchddm

After a break-! ,ﬂwlbusersomehmesbeeomuqmeklymvolvedmﬂumwputnerwhomhem -
relatively well. Abusers are not out of control, and thercfore can be on "good” behavior for extended - -

periods of time - even a year or two - if they consider it in their best interest to do so, The new pertner -
_maymnﬂ,haedonhuexpmmwdhhlm,ﬂntthemmuwondaﬁﬂmhcr and that any problems

tyns ”"forwhichﬂnetwoparenummutuallyresponﬁble The abuser can thus use his new partnerto -
_mﬁimpmnonﬂmhcmmumk.

.Cuhﬂan of a Positive Public Imnge

orted from the previous relationship must have been fabricsted, or must result from bad relationship o

Anabumﬁ)wmmhangchmngmdpmmwdmmgaumdydlmwnhme&aﬂinmbc o r

h;ghiymmudmg to Guardians ad Litem, court mediators, judges, police officers, therapists, family
members; and friends. Hecanbeshﬂedntdlscussmh:‘shmtfeehnpandatcharactenmgﬂw
relationship as mutually destructive. He will often to somé milder acts of violence, such as ‘
-Mgﬂ&mmg&:ngs,mmmmmhummmmdmﬂwwﬂmﬂn
vigtim is pxaggemating. He may discuss errors he has made in the past and emphasize the cfforts be is
mahngwchmge mo:dertomakehmplrmeuecmvmdwhvemdunwdlmgtolctgoofﬁepm '

miat and Intimidation Taetics
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'-",-Ai"_'_pmamwlanmandchmdonotwork.ﬂwmnwmtchwmumdnnon.thmtmngor
iEkitip those whom he perceives as being supportive to fiis partner. In the most extreme cases the :
-_-mygmmptmhﬂthewoman,hethwu,orihpd:ﬂdren,mdsmeumwmmnm o
cvdwonh:vebemaﬁzxdwmbnnhummmmdmombwmnofm&uoﬁhe
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